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Conceptual framework and objectives

* Classical rhetoric (topics)

* Classification of arguments

* Connections and overlaps

* Argumentative strategies: coherence and beyond



Common grounds

»~[M]ankind owes to the Child the best that it has to give”
(1924 Geneva Declaration)



Levels of arguments

* Grounds

Why do children have rights?
* Rights

What rights do they have?

* Interpretations / applications
How to determine the content of these rights?



Grounds

* Equality (similarity) — respect, and freedom as facultas agendi
children as human beings
and children as similar to adults (~ will or interest?)

* Vulnerability (difference) — protection
children as non-adults (~ interest?)

* Development (change) — support
children as adults-in-becoming (~ will and interest?)



Rights

* Classification of rights (Feinberg):
[A rights]
A-C rights
C rights
* Developmental and emerging rights
* Well-being and protection: provision / protection / flourishing



Interpretation / application

* An example: Archard (2020) on Art. 12 UNCRC

Imagine then that a 13-year-old wants something|[...] how do we give due
weight to her views? First, we assess her maturity, taking care not simply
to read that off from our evaluation of her views or from her age. Then we
give her views the weight that is due or appropriate given that level of
maturity. But what exactly does that mean in practical terms?

The weightier the views the more chance they have of leading us to do
what the child has expressed a preference for; the more consideration
we give to the views; the more time we allow the child to explain and
defend her views; the further we go to meeting what she wants; or what?



Conclusions

* Hierarchies of arguments
* Value of coherence
* Multiple lines of argument?



Thank you.
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