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the

dissapearance
of childhood

Neil Postman:
* rise in juvenile delinquency
* adult-like sexual behaviour
* drug use
 alcoholism
David Rudd
 ‘adultification’
* ‘infantilisiation’
* ‘kidulthood’
Sandra Dinter and Ralf Schneider:
* patriarchal family
* parental neglect
* cyberbullying
* historically low birth rates

Phil Scraton - 1990s

Erica Burman:
“alternate between two roles: being at
risk and being risky” (Burman 88-92)

Jean Baudrillard: The Dark Continent of
Childhood
* abandoned to marginality and
delinquency (102-4)
* by-product



aim, thesis

* Definition of childhood This presentation investigates the politicisation of
 Childhood Innocence children, demonstrating how the ostensibly universal
+ Difficult Knowledge(s) concept of childhood innocence is Ilimiting and
+ Literary Examples exclusionary. It briefly examines novels that depict

unsettling child characters, claiming that by destabilising
dominant cultural ideals of childhood, contemporary
fiction recognises not only the constructedness but also
the plurality of childhood(s), thereby intersecting with
current debates and topics of children’s rights.



Different approaches: Childhood as a social construct

* UNCRC * Philippe Aries
* Age-18 » Sandra Dinter
* Biological stage * Susan Honeyman

* Foucauldian, genealogical
understanding

a4
childhood is not a relative essential truth. It does
not exist outside of culture and society, but the

social reality of childhoods is experienced
On e through and within the bodies of the child, who is
e, © located within a specific time and space (Malone
definition of the -~
child




Thomas Hobbes Jean-Jacques Rousseau The Romantic
children as savages “naturalist child” (Wordsworthian) image
of the child

Sigmund Freud Jean Piaget
Developmentalist view



childhood(s)

' ¥ |
the social reality of childhoods is experienced

through and within the bodies of the child,
who is located within a specific space and
time” (Malone 42).



childhood(s)

there is no universal or essential child, children
and childhoods are all constitutive practices
and forms of social interactions, actions and
social structures that are culturally located and
therefore humanly constituted” (Malone et al
42).



N

childhood
Innocence Innocence, Knowledge

* regulatory tool in the lives of children and adults (Robinson 3 nd the Constru Ction
8)

* adult-only knowledges: “adult fears of children’s perceived Of Ch ||_d h 00d
loss of mnogence” (8) L The contradictory nature of sexuality and censorship in
* Deborah Britzman - difficult knowledge children’s contemporary lives
° “socio-culturally constructed as difficult, particularly, in | -
relation to children”, for instance, sexuality, death, war,
poverty, politics and violence (Robinson 22-23).

KERRY H. ROBINSON
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childhood
Innocence

Innocence, Knowledge

» constructs children as “politically unaware” (27) and the Construction
* opposing Hannah Arendt: .
o “children should remain protected in the private space Of Ch ||_d hOOd
of the famlly from the politics of the public world that The contradictory nature of sexuality and censorship in

plagues and corrupts the lives of adult” (35). children’s contemporary lives

KERRY H. ROBINSON



“the heteronormative family is considered the
normalising space of the good citizen-subject”

(37).

“in the public/private binary relationship
of power, in which the public world of
politics and economics, and the
knowledge thereof, has been separated
from the private sphere of the home,
family, and personal relationship”

the dissolution
of Innocence

Michael Frayn

By the author of Headlong




The myth of childhood
Innocence is interwoven with
socially constructed ideas of
knowledge itself, or rather, with
the lack thereof.
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The new bestseller from the
Booker Priz niing author of
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McEwan

“Fantastically pleaserable. . . Anyihd nurn-nl a novelist to do, he can do. .
mmmmmmmmmmmm

‘Darkly impressive’

IIAN MCEWAN
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