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EU (UN CRC / Lisbon Treaty)

EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child 
(2021–2024) + European Child 
Guarantee.

Recommendation on developing and 
strengthening integrated child 
protection systems in the best interests 
of the child 

Comparative policy analysis + EU 27 
mapping .

European Commission

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/rights-child/eu-strategy-rights-child-and-european-child-guarantee_en
https://commission.europa.eu/document/36591cfb-1b0a-4130-985e-332fd87d40c1_en
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2025-integrated-child-protection-systems_2.pdf


• Significant progress in the implementation of child rights across 
the EU. 

BUT
• Persistent disparities in identifying, preventing and tackling 

abuse, neglect, exploitation, and poverty-related issues
• Severely lacking sufficient resources
• Fragmented national systems and limited cross-border 

coordination
• Children on the move, with migrant, refugee background, those 

who are belonging to a minority, and children with special needs 
are particularly affected



Key Structural Pillars

1. Harmonized legal and procedural baseline (UNCRC-based)
2. Interoperable data and case management for cross-border 
cooperation – unified definitions and terminology
3. Integrated multi-agency service delivery – child budgeting
4. Sustainable and sufficient governance and funding at EU and 
national levels
5. Evaluation, outcome measurement, accountability



Child-Centered Governance

• Systematic capacity building for professionals.
• Active participation of children in system design and monitoring, 
and in decisions affecting them at personal and community level
• Ensuring inclusivity regardless of nationality or residence status or 
any other characteristics



Roadmap for Implementation

• Establish common definitions, terminology and standards
• Develop  shared digital tools and data protocols, data collection 

mechanism in line with the efforts of UNICEF and OECD
• Strengthen multi-sector collaboration
• Ensure consistent funding and monitoring, child budgeting, 

accountability



Thank you for your kind 
attention!

• herczogmaria@me.com
• lux.agnes@tatk.elte.hu 
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